WILLIAM   SHAKESPEARE

[Born 1564.   Actor, poet and pkywright.   Died 1616.]
MR. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE was borne at Strat-
ford upon Avon in the County of Warwick. His
father was a Butcher, and I have been told heretofore
by some of the neighbours, that when he was a boy he exer-
cised his father's Trade, but when he kilPd a Calfe he would
doe it in a high style, and make a Speech. There was at this
time another Butcher's son in this Towne that was held not at
all inferior to him for a naturall witt, his acquaintance and
coetanean, byt dyed young.
This William, being inclined naturally to Poetry and acting,
came to London, I guesse about 18 : and was an Actor at one
of the Play-houses, and did acte exceedingly well: now B.
Johnson was never a good Actor, but an excellent Instructor.
He began early to make essayes at Dramatique Poetry, which
at that time was very lowe; and his Playes tooke well.
He was a handsome, well-shap't man: very good company,
and of a very readie and pleasant smoothe Witt.
The Humour of the Constable in Midsomernight's Dreame,
he happened to take at Grendon, in Bucks (I thinke it was
ivlidsomer night that he happened to lye there) which is the
roade from London to Stratford, and there was living that
Constable about 1642, when I first came to Oxon. Ben Johnson
and he did gather Humours of men dayly where ever they came.
One time as he was at the Tavern at Stratford super Avon, one
Combes, an old rich Usurer, was to be buryed. He makes thete
this extemporary Epitaph:
Ten in the Hmfctd the Dmtt alkms,
But Combes mil ba&e twebt be smarts and
If anyone asJkes wbo ties in this Temk,
Hob ! quoth tbe Dewti, *Tis my ]&bn 0*
He was wont to goe to his native Cooattty otice a yeare.
I thinke I have been told that he left z ot 500 pounds pet annum
there and thereabout to a sister*
I have heard Sk William r>avenant and Mr. Thomas Shadwell
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